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Commander’s Corner

This has been another busy month
for Rodeo Post 683 members, Easton
Veterans Day Assembly and Lunch; I
did not attend, but other members reported the Veterans’ event was well attended with over 40 and what made it
even better was the great lunch that
was served to the Veterans.
I attended the Thorp Veterans Day Assembly. Two Voice of Democracy entries were read by students. The Boy
Scouts were the color guard and I
played Taps to end the event.
One hour later VFW Post Members and
I presented the Colors at the Senior Citizen Center Veterans Days Assembly
and Lunch. The food was donated by
the local Perkins Restaurant.
The weather for the Ellensburg Veterans Day Parade was the best that I can

remember. Many churches rearranged their
schedules to be at the parade.
Many thanks to John Sinclair, Ellensburg Fire
Chief, for helping to arrange the Veterans
Lunch at Fire Station. It keeps getting better
every year.
Jim Cummings, a VFW Post member, received a
quilt from Quilts of Valor of Ellensburg at our
church.
The District meeting was well attended in November with 13 in attendance and was a great
day weather-wise for travel to East Wenatchee.
Larry Baker’s brother from Oregon called to
tell me that his brother Larry passed away. Services will be at Tahoma Cemetery in Kent, December the 11th at 2:00 PM.
Sgt. Leandro Jasso was killed Nov. 24 in Nimroz
Province in western Afghanistan during a joint
U.S-Afghan assault on al Qaeda positions. He is
from Leavenworth, Washington.
Service Officer, Al Bragg, has been very busy
upgrading or submitting new claims. He transports many veterans to VA appointments also.
Christmas in Kittitas will be December 1st.
We are having a wedding ceremony for post
member Rodney Beck on the 5th of December
at 11:00 AM at the post. Our Chaplain, Dave
Winecoff, will be doing the honors.
We wish you a Merry Christmas and safe holiday travel.
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November 30, 2018 In This Issue:
1. Blue Water Navy Bill Continues to be Stalled in
the Senate
2. VA Responsibility for Making Student Veterans
Whole 3. VFW Testifies on How VA Implements
New Systems, Processes, and Forms
4. US-Russia Joint Commission on POW/MIAs
5. Generational Health Effects of Serving in the
Gulf War 6. MIA Update
1. Blue Water Navy Bill Continues to be Stalled in
the Senate: In July, the House unanimously
passed H.R. 299, the Blue Water Navy Vietnam
Veterans Act of 2018, to end the injustice of
denying Vietnam, Korean DMZ, and Thailand veterans who suffer from life threatening health
conditions related to exposure to Agent Orange
the care and benefits they deserve. This important bill continues to be stalled in the Senate
and the VFW needs your help to make sure this
bill is passed before the end of the year. Contact
your senators to demand that the Senate passes
H.R. 299. Contact your senators by email or call
(202) 224-3121 and ask to be transferred to your
senators’ offices.
2. VA Responsibility for Making Student Veterans
Whole: The VA released a statement this week
regarding the implementation of Forever GI Bill
changes that were supposed to have been enacted this past August. VA Secretary Robert Wilkie
has now directed the Veterans Benefits Administration to cease attempting to implement the
changes and instead reset the entire effort in order to get the job done correctly. The reset begins this Saturday, with the full implementation
date now shifting to December 2019.” said Lawrence in a press release. “I appreciated hearing
the VBA undersecretary in testimony address the

need to make student veterans whole, and I
pledge that the VFW will continue to push for the
proper implementation of the Forever GI Bill so
that all student veterans receive the prompt and
full benefits they earned and deserve.”
3. VFW Testifies on How VA Implements New Policy Initiatives: On Thursday, the House Veterans’
Affairs Subcommittee on Disability Assistance and
Memorial Affairs held a hearing to evaluate VA’s
ability to develop and implement new policies to
improve how it administers veterans’ benefits
and processes claims. VA Under Secretary for
Benefits Dr. Paul R. Lawrence testified that VA has
dramatically transformed and modernized its
claims processing in the past several years. Subcommittee members expressed concerns with IT
delays and deficiencies which impede VA’s ability
to properly administer benefits, including the recent IT challenges which impacted the implementation of the Forever GI Bill. VFW National Veterans Service Deputy Director Michael Figlioli
acknowledged that VA is slowly heading in the
right direction, but veterans and their family
members cannot fully benefit from new policies
if VA fails to ensure changes are implemented accurately and consistently at all VA Regional Offices and affected business lines. VA cannot sacrifice quality for speed or rush to develop imperfect platforms such as the National Work Queue
4. US-Russia Joint Commission on POW/MIAs:
Representing the interests of the veterans’ community, VFW Washington Office Executive Director Bob Wallace attended the 22nd meeting of
the U.S.-Russia Joint Commission on POW/MIAs
here in Washington, D.C., this week. It was his
second consecutive appearance, having traveled
to Moscow to attend last year’s conference. The
Joint Commission was established in 1992 by
Presidents George H.W. Bush and Boris Yeltsin as
a forum through which both nations seek to determine the fates of their missing service personnel. Since then, U.S. analysts have had access to
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many important Russian governmental archives
for research on past conflicts ranging from the
Korean and Vietnam Wars to the Cold War, as
well as World War II losses during lend-lease operations. With international tensions high due to
Russia’s four-year involvement in the Ukraine, it
is hoped that the humanitarian aspect of the
Joint Commission will be able to keep some diplomatic doors open between our two countries.
Leading the U.S. side of the commission is retired
Air Force Gen. Robert H. “Doc” Foglesong, a
member of VFW Post 4725 in Red Lodge, Mont.
5.Generational Health Effects of Serving in the
Gulf War: This week, the National Academies of
Science, Engineering, and Medicine published a
new report entitled Gulf War and Health, Volume
11: Generational Health Effects of Serving in the
Gulf War. The report is a review of more than
4,000 scientific studies on how toxins that Gulf
War veterans, including post-9/11 veterans, have
been exposed to impact their reproductive
health and the health of their descendants. The
report found that several toxins and diseases
prevalent in Iraq and Afghanistan have reproductive effects on exposed veterans and birth defects
in their children. The report also makes suggestions on how to improve research and health
care.
6. MIA Update: This week, the Defense POW/MIA
Accounting Agency announced 13 new identifications. Returning home with full military honors
are:
-- Army Cpl. DeMaret M. Kirtley was a member of
Battery A, 57th Field Artillery Battalion, 31st Regimental Combat Team, 7th Infantry Division.

Battalion, 7th Marine Regiment, 1st Marine Division.
-- Marine Corps Reserve Sgt. Johnson McAfee
was a member of Company F, 2nd Battalion, 7th
Marine Regiment, 1st Marine Division, Fleet Marine Force.
-- Army Pvt. Floyd A. Fulmer was a member of
Company A, 1st Battalion, 110th Infantry Regiment, 28th Infantry Division.
-- Army Pvt. Harry W. Wilder was a member of
Company B, 1st Battalion, 110th Infantry Regiment, 28th Infantry Division.
-- Army Cpl. Joseph Akers was a member of Company C, 803rd Tank Destroyer Battalion, participating in intense fighting in the Hürtgen Forest.

-- Army Air Forces Capt. Lawrence E. Dickson
was a pilot with the 100th Fighter Squadron,
332nd Fighter Group, in the European Theater.
-- Navy Gunner's Mate 3rd Class Marvin B. Adkins was stationed aboard the USS Oklahoma,
which was moored at Ford Island, Pearl Harbor, when the ship was attacked by Japanese
aircraft on Dec. 7, 1941.
-- Marine Corps 2nd Lt. Harry H. Gaver, Jr. was
stationed aboard the USS Oklahoma.
-- Navy Seaman 1st Class Walter C. Foley was
stationed aboard the USS Oklahoma.

-- Marine Corps Sgt. Meredith F. Keirn was a light -- Navy Fireman 3rd Class Willard I. Lawson
machine gun section leader for Company F, 2nd was stationed aboard the USS Oklahoma.
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CHAPLAIN'S CORNER
Authority. In a well ordered army everyone is under authority. Even the general or
admiral at the top of the chain of military
command submits to the nation’s principal
civilian leader. Without an appreciation of
such authority, angry people become a potential mob. They can not stand for long
against a smaller well ordered group under
command. Authority is the power to make
decisions and command obedience. Synonyms: dominion, power, sovereignty, supremacy, command, leadership, direction,
supervision, etc. As we progress in life we
soon realize we reach the limit of what we
can do by ourselves. To accomplish more
we need the help and cooperation of others.
That is where authority becomes essential.
Working as a team several individuals can
accomplish more together than the
sum of what they accomplish going it alone. In this life we all need
to be a part of something bigger
than just ourselves. That is why
we join in with others in organizations. By ourselves in most societies we soon encounter evil, and
are overcome by those bent on destruction. So what does the Bible
have to say about authority? We
find it 46 times. First in Esther
9:29 after she became Queen; a
position of power. The only other time in
the Old Testament is Proverbs 29:2
“When the righteous are in authority the
people rejoice: but when the wicked
beareth rule, the people mourn.” The other
uses are New Testament. 23 times it is
found in the gospels. Why? A heavenly authority had come to earth. To save us, and
demonstrate how to prevail in rebel controlled territory. Matthew 7:29 says this:

“For he taught them as one having authority and not as the scribes.” The next time
we see it used is in Matthew 8:29 by the
Roman Centurion. For I am a man under
authority having soldiers under me: and I
say to this man, Go, and he goeth; and to
another, Come, and he cometh; and to my
servant, Do this and he doeth it.” This man
was described by Jesus as having great
faith. He did not say this about any of his
disciples before his crucifixion. Jesus goes
on to say what will happen to those in Israel who lack such faith. The question I have:
Are those with problems using their delegated authority as believers to overcome in
his mighty Name? Mark 16.17-19 describes our power.

Dave Winecoff
www.waragoodwarfare.com

5

VFW AUXILIARY OFFICERS

2018-2019
Cindy Ness, President
Amanda Jaquins, Senior Vice President
Paulette Rivera, Junior Vice President
Joy Silva, Secretary
Debbie Evans, Treasurer

Kristina Magruder, Conductress & Guard
Amanda Jaquins, Chaplain
Kristina Magruder, 3-Year Trustee
Roberta Whaley, 2-Year Trustee
Linda Hopper, 1-Year Trustee

VFW Auxiliary News
Our monthly meeting day is the first
Thursday of each month, with our
next meeting December 6th. The
meeting starts at 7:00 p.m. Potluck is
at 6:00 p.m. See you then!
I am dumbfounded at how fast this year has gone by and December is now upon us. We usually have a craft sale, but we will
not be able to sponsor that this year. We have had a good year
and am eager to see how next year unfolds. Come and join us
on this adventure!
Two of our beloved Auxiliary members have had serious injuries
that have put them on injured reserve. Please keep Joy and Linda in your prayers for speedy recovery!
Blessings!

Cindy Ness, President

PATRIOTIC INSTRUCTOR CORNER

T

oday the battle-scarred, submerged remains of the battleship
USS Arizona rest on the silt of Pearl Harbor, just as they
settled on December 7, 1941. The ship was one of many casualties from the deadly attack by the Japanese on a quiet Sunday that President Franklin Roosevelt called "a date which will live in
infamy." The Arizona's burning bridge and listing mast and superstructure were photographed in the aftermath of the Japanese attack, and
news of her sinking was emblazoned on the front page of newspapers
across the land. The photograph symbolized the destruction of the
United States Pacific Fleet at Pearl Harbor and the start of a war that
was to take many thousands of American lives. Indelibly impressed into
the national memory, the image could be recalled by most Americans
when they heard the battle cry, "Remember Pearl Harbor."
More than a million people visit the USS Arizona Memorial each year.
They file quietly through the building and toss flower wreaths and leis
into the water. They watch the iridescent slick of oil that still leaks, a
drop at a time, from ruptured bunkers after more than 50 years at the
bottom of the sea, and they read the names of the dead carved in marble on the Memorial's walls.
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December 2018
SUNDAY

MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

SATURDAY

1
Christmas in
Kittitas

2

3

4

5
VETERANS
MEET 12:00
to 2:00 pm

6

7

8

Pearl Harbor
Day

9

10

11
1941 Hitler and
Mussolini
declare war on
U.S.

12
VETERANS
MEET 12:00
to 2:00 pm

13
14
1636 - Nation
Guard
established

15
Bill of Rights
Day

16
1944–
Germans
launch Battle
of Bulge

17

18

19
VETERANS
MEET 12:00
to 2:00 pm

20 197921First day
President
of Winter
Carter signs
USO’s new
Congressional
Charter

22

23/30

24
25
Christmas Eve Christmas Day

26
VETERANS
MEET 12:00
to 2:00 pm

27

29

28

31

Rodney and Kim Wedding 11:00AM 12/5/2018 at VFW Post
Dept of Washington Mid-Winter, Yakima Convention Center 1/11 /2019 7:30 AM
District 7 Meeting, East Wenatchee, WA 2/16/2019 @ 12:00 noon
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