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We gain more members to join Veterans organizations when we are able to provide Service First. In
turn, members can help others.
It was an honor for Rodeo Post 683 to service as Color Guard for the first time at this year’s Ellensburg
Rodeo Parade. I want to thank to Al Bragg and Rodney Beck in helping me with this honorable duty for
this community event.

Calendar …………………...….…..7

Comm ander ’s Corner

I have been taking some vacation time this
last month, along with many members at
the Post. This is a great time to meet veterans around the country to share military experiences and talk about needs that they
may be missing because of war time injuries,
health problems and economic hardships.
Many do not know or are too proud to seek
help from local county relief funds, veteran’s
organizations, VA and fellow veterans. I
met a wife of a Viet Nam Veteran at local
business last month. Her husband was a Navy Seal that patrolled the agent orange infested swamps during the war. The VA was
giving him some compensation but nothing
to cover medical expenses relating to heart
problems and the many forms of cancer in
his body. His family’s medical insurance cover many of the costs but they paid co-pay
and deductible. He did not use a VSO
(Veterans Service Officer) but communicated
with the Veterans Affairs directly not knowing he was rejected for his medical agent orange-related expenses.

Post 683 Serve
as Color Guard
for Ellensburg
Rodeo Parade

Senior Vice
Stan Dudley
picked the
winning
50/50 ticket.

A local Kittitas resident won the 50/50 raffle to
support veterans.
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CHAPLAIN'S CORNER
Watching.
Haven’t we all looked up at the night
sky in awe and wonder at some point?
The Apostle John spoke of two Great
Wonders to be watching for when he described the future in Revelation 12. After centuries of waiting we saw this exact scene, a rare solar eclipse on August
21st heralded these two great wonders
thirty three days before. Ancient societies watched the heavens and wrote about
what the constellations might be telling
them of the future. Through the centuries
some have pondered on what this all
means. It is now time to watch and think
about what is transpiring in the Heavens.
The Bible warned us about the time we are
now in. Illegal immigrants pour into our
nation from godless countries looking for a
better life. Many have foreign ideas and
different ways of seeing things that are incompatible with our ways. A few have no
intention of assimilating or adopting our
core beliefs. It was Christian immigrants
fleeing tyranny in Europe that was the major reason we were helped by God to become an exceptional nation. Much of my
life our flag, history, language and borders
have been under assault. Christians and
Jews are now seen by many as stumbling
blocks to their progressive ideas. Radical
foreign belief systems in fundamental opposition to our core beliefs attempt to infiltrate to undo what those who founded this
nation achieved through great sacrifice.
The Bible shows the future. It is heralded
by two great signs in the sky. Seven years
of hell on earth.

A prophesized anti-Christ to rule. He attempts to kill all who oppose him. God
has told us much about this period. We understand and see politics in a whole different light who read God’s Word. It gives
hope. It increases our faith. God alone has
the ability to protect us as evil grows
stronger. He has a wonderful rescue plan.
The rapture! He has given us the Restrainer to hold back great evil until He is removed at the rapture. The Bible tells believers to watch and pray.... To not let
down our guard! Watchmen are now
sounding the alarm. Are you listening? Hosea 4:6 tells us that his people perish because of lack of knowledge. The word
“watch” is used ninety times in scripture. It
tells quite a story. Are you on alert? Its
time to wake up.

Dave Winecoff
www.waragoodwarfare.com
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September 1, 2017
In This Issue:
1. Hurricane Harvey’s Impact on VA Facilities
2. Harvey’s Impact on Vet Centers
3. VA Activates Pharmacy Disaster Relief
Plan
4. Help VFW Help Others
5. V-J Day Commemoration
6. TRICARE Changes
7. MIA Update
1. Hurricane Harvey’s Impact on VA Facilities: In an effort to meet the needs of veterans impacted by Hurricane Harvey and to
accomplish its fourth mission to support
national efforts for, respond to, and recover from war, terrorism, national emergencies, and natural disasters, virtually all Department of Veterans Affairs facilities in
Texas and Louisiana are open. For updates
on operations of VA medical centers and
associated clinics, please visit their websites. The Houston Regional Office reopened at 9 a.m. on Aug. 31 and resumed
normal operations. The out-based Veterans
Benefits operations in Corpus Christi, San
Antonio and McAllen are open for regular
business.
2. Harvey’s Impact on Vet Centers: Two
Vet Centers in Texas remain closed: the
Harris County/Houston Vet Center and the
Vet Center in Beaumont. Mobile Vet Centers operations are as follows: A Mobile Vet
Center is deployed to Corpus Christi at the
Corpus Christi VA Specialty Clinic, 205 S.
Enterprise Parkway, from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. A
Mobile Vet Center is deployed to Dallas at
City Hall Plaza, 1500 Marilla St., from Aug.

31 to Sept. 5, from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. A Mobile Vet Center is scheduled to deploy to
Houston today at the George R. Brown
Convention Center. For 24-hour Vet Center
assistance, call 1-877-WAR-VETS.
3. VA Activates Pharmacy Disaster Relief
Plan: VA activated its Pharmacy Disaster
Relief Plan in the impacted areas. Eligible
veterans with a VA identification card, and
needing an emergency supply of medications, will be able to go to any CVS or H-E-B
pharmacy with a written prescription or active VA prescription bottle to receive a 14day supply. Veterans in the impacted area
needing assistance can also call the Heritage Health Solutions veterans help line at 1
-866 265-0124 to speak to a representative.
4. Help VFW Help Others: “Our hearts and
prayers are with all those impacted by this
hurricane’s destruction,” said VFW National
Commander Keith Harman. The VFW has a
long history of supporting America’s communities in the wake of tragedy, and while
the full extent of Hurricane Harvey’s level
of destruction is still being assessed, the
VFW knows from its past support of Hurricanes Sandy and Katrina victims that the
need for financial assistance will be great.
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Join with the VFW by making a $10 donation to the VFW’s relief efforts by texting
the keyword “NEEDS” to 27722, or mail in
a donation in any amount to: VFW Quartermaster General, 406 W 34th Street, Kansas City, MO 64111. All funds raised will be
distributed to service members, veterans
and their families. Those in need of immediate assistance should contact the VFW
Department of Texas at 512-834-8535 or
the VFW Department of Louisiana at 225928-5025
5. V-J Day Commemoration: Visitors to
Washington, D.C., are invited to commemorate the 72nd anniversary of Victory over
Japan Day at the National World War II Memorial at 11 a.m., Sept. 2. The WWII Memorial has very few disability parking spaces, and street parking could be limited
since it’s the tourist season. Taxis are plentiful and recommended. The two closest
Metro stations, Federal Triangle and Smithsonian, are both about a half-mile away.
6. TRICARE Changes: In accordance with
provisions introduced in the fiscal year
2017 National Defense Authorization Act
(NDAA), beginning on January 1, 2018, TRICARE “North” and “South” regions will
combine into a single “East” region, while
“West” will remain unchanged. The reasoning behind this consolidation is to
streamline access and continuity of care, as
well as to ensure consistency within the
TRICARE network as a whole.
As a part of the consolidation process,
there will be a change in managed
healthcare vendors as well. Beginning on
January 1, Health Net Federal Services will
oversee the TRICARE “West” region, and

Humana Military will oversee the TRICARE
“East” region. Prior to the beginning of
next year, you may be contacted by the
new vendor to confirm eligibility, or to answer any questions that you may have
about the implementation.
7. MIA Update: The Defense POW/MIA Accounting Agency has announced burial updates of two American servicemen who
had been missing in action from World War
II. No new identifications of remains occurred this week. Returning home for burial with full military honors are:
-- Marine Corps Gunnery Sgt. Sidney A.
Cook, 32, of Ohio, will be buried Sept. 6 in
Arlington National Cemetery, near Washington, D.C. Cook was a member of Company E, 2nd Battalion, 8th Marine Regiment,
2nd Marine Division.
-- Navy Reserve Ensign William M.
Thompson, 21, of Summit, N.J, whose
identification was previously announced,
will be buried Sept. 8 in Petersburg, Va.
Thompson was assigned to the USS Oklahoma, which was moored off Ford Island in
Pearl Harbor, Hawaii, when Japanese aircraft attacked his ship on Dec. 7, 1941.
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VFW Auxiliary News

VFW AUXILIARY OFFICERS
2017-2018
Cindy Ness, President
Amanda Jaquins, Senior Vice President
Debbie Evans, Junior Vice President
Joy Silva, Secretary/Treasurer
Diana Cyr, Conductress
Kristina Magruder, Guard
Amanda Jaquins, Chaplain
Kristina Magruder, 2-Year Trustee
Amanda Jaquins, 3-Year Trustee

We had a great turn-out for the
Kruisin Kittitas Car Show and
Burn-out. We had lots of community members come by to see
our Post and had lots of opportunities to answer questions.
We have big plans to continue sprucing up the exterior of the Post and to be of assistance to the
Post. We will be addressing the needs of our community as well, with the wild fires that are devastating our County. More members make light
work!
Help us to increase our membership Do you know someone who is a mother, father, son,
daughter, brother, sister, grandson or granddaughter
of a veteran of foreign wars? If you do, they qualify to
become a member of the Auxiliary. The more members we have, the more we can do for our VFW.
Our monthly meeting day is the first Thursday of
each month, with our next meeting September 7th. The meeting starts at 7:00 p.m.
Potluck is at 6:00 p.m. See you then!

Cindy Ness, President

Congratulations to our Kittitas Boys State Basketball Champs 2016-2017 and being the 2017
Grand Marshals for the parade!
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September 2017
SUNDAY

MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

1

SATURDAY

2
Color Guard
Ellensburg
Parade 9:30AM

5

6
VETERANS
MEET 12:00
to 2:00 pm

7

8

9

12

13
VETERANS
MEET 12:00
to 2:00 pm

14

15 National
POW/MIA
Recognition
Day

16

17

18
Air Force
Constitution Birthday
Day

19

20
VETERANS
MEET 12:00
to 2:00 pm

21

22

23

24
25
Gold Star
Mothers Day

26

27
VETERANS
MEET 12:00
to 2:00 pm

28

29

30

3

4
Labor Day

10

11
Patriot Day

2017-2018 District meetings in East Wenatchee:
Sept 16, Nov 18, Feb 18 and Apr 21
Mid-Winter Conference January 19-20, 2018 in Spokane
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