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Next Business Meeting Tuesday, February 2nd, 2021 @7:00 PM

We Have Winners for our youth essay contest. Camryn Mata is our Voice
of Democracy winner from Kittitas High School, one Patriot Pen winner
from Thorp, and Youth Essay 5th Grade winner from Kittitas.
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Commander’s

Corner

The fireworks sale was a great success, raising almost $5,000. Thanks to Alpha Pyrotechnics of Ellensburg. J D Brown the owner and Iraq veteran is
now a member of Rodeo Post 683. J D also helped
us with Post water repair with no expense to us. He
was an answer to our needs at the right time.
Thanks to our veterans and auxiliary members that
made the fireworks sales and water repair possible.
Many thanks to our members that have again renewed their annual memberships. We are again at
100% and gaining. We are striving for All-State and
hopefully All-American Award status again. Many
thanks to all post and auxiliary members for together we can achieve great things.
Service Officers Nadine and Annetta from Yakima
served seventeen veterans this last month. We cannot help veterans if they do not contact us to make
appointments. Call 509-968-4004 at the Post, 509206-0534 Commander Al Bragg and 509-654-7191
Nadine Warren. They can also arrange phone and
video appointments. The next Veterans Service
Officer appointments at the post,106 South Main in
Kittitas, will be February 10th, 2021.
We need to keep our older members in the post and
auxiliary in your prayers each day and that COVID
does not reach them.
A new WEB Site is in the making. www.vfw683.org.
Some information is available. We are working with
WEB master to give us more capabilities. In Kittitas
it is full steam ahead.

New Gold Legacy Life member
Ronald Ness is the first for
Post 683 on the list of many
Washington VFW members.
Washington current legacy
count is: 11 Silver, 54 Bronze
and 104 Gold, of which many
are still with us today. The
strength of the VFW is its
members commitment to the
future that Legacy members
give. LEAVE YOUR LEGACY
Make a lasting gift to the VFW
for generations to come.

Rod Beck helped set up the Fireworks Sale along with Auxiliary President Pat Cort. Thanks to all that
made this a great success our first
year for this fund raising event. This
provided a great opportunity to seek
new members.
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CHAPLAIN'S CORNER
Fear. Fear is a common experience of
man. If someone told me he has never experienced real fear I would have to say he
must have led a very sheltered life. Or
there is the possibility he is lying to himself for some reason. I can clearly remember as a young boy experiencing the same
reoccurring nightmare after our family
moved cross country. It terrified me. It reoccurred nightly for at least a week, then
suddenly stopped! I was eight at the time.
My mother came into pray after hearing
my sobs and screams. Her prayer brought
me peace until the next night. This occurred while I was wide awake in bed. If I
asked when you first experienced great
fear, I am sure most of you could take me
right to a particular event in time. Occasional fear is a natural part of growing up.
And such experiences don’t stop for many
upon reaching adulthood. Occasional fear
is something we all have in common. How
do we deal with this emotion that has affected all of us? Those who enlist in the
military receive training to condition sol-

diers to be able to operate in situations
where fear abounds such as with close-in
combat. There are so many great quotes
from wise men concerning this emotion.
Here is just one to whet your appetite:
“Of all the liars in the world, sometimes
the worst are our own fears.” Rudyard
Kipling. Look at this last year—2020 and
Covid-19. Talk about a national and world
experience that has created mass hysteria.
I have my own opinion about what was
behind all this: certainly China and powerful figures within our nation. I expect we
are in the early stages of WWIII. So how
each of us handles fear is critical to how
what is coming will effect us. Watching
generally how members of my own extended family have coped and certainly
the many beyond my own family doesn’t
bode well for many of us.
The Bible tells us to “Trust no
man” (Psalm 146:3) Yet that is exactly
what we see most of the church and those
beyond its doors doing; trusting in politi
cians and the medical establishment. And the evidence is mounting for those who really look for
the truth that we have been led
astray. We find fear 494 times and
terror 44 times in the Bible.

God bless!
Dave Winecoff,
Post 683 Chaplain

www.vfw683.org
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VFW 2021 Priority Goals: This month marked the
beginning of the 117th Congress. The 2021 VFW
Priority Goals focus on Budget; Health Care; Disability Assistance and Memorial Affairs; Education,
Employment, and Transition Assistance; Military
Quality of Life; and National Security, Foreign Affairs, and POW/MIA. The VFW looks forward to
working with the new and returning members of
Congress to improve care and benefits for veterans,
service members, and their families.
Gen. Lloyd Austin (Ret.) Confirmed as Secretary
of Defense: The Senate voted to confirm Gen.
Lloyd Austin (Ret.) as the new defense secretary by
a vote of 93-2. Austin retired from the military in
2016, as a four-star Army general, after more than
40 years of service. Senate Armed Service Committee Chairman Jack Reed (D-R.I.) called Austin’s
confirmation “an extraordinary, historic moment.”

erans Golden Age Games, Valor Games, National
Veterans Summer/Winter Sports Clinic, and National Veterans Creative Arts Competition and Festival.

MilTax and IRS Free File Available Now: MilTax, a
Department of Defense program which offers free
preparation and e-filing software for all military
members and some veterans, with no income limits,
is now open. IRS Free File online is also currently
available for Americans whose income for 2020 was
$72,000 and below.

Complete the Airborne Hazards and Open Burn
Pit Registry: All veterans who served in eligible locations should include their information in the Airborne Hazards and Open Burn Pits Registry. Participation in the registry is very important as it will allow
VA to track burn pit exposure and draw inferences
regarding associated adverse health effects. Exposure to burn pits may be associated with respiratory
conditions such as asthma, emphysema, chronic
Joining Forces Coming Back to White House:
The Joining Forces initiative, first launched in 2011 bronchitis, and chronic obstructive pulmonary disorby then-First Lady Michelle Obama and Second La- der (COPD). Recently, VA stated that veterans with
underlying respiratory conditions may be at greater
dy Dr. Jill Biden is being relaunched under the Ofrisk for developing complications related to COVIDfice of the First Lady Dr. Jill Biden. When initially
19. Service members and veterans who have allaunched the goal was to encourage members of
ready signed up for the registry should make sure
the public and private sector to work together to
support service members, veterans, families, care- that their contact information, phone number,
givers, and survivors. The work focused on employ- address, and email are up to date.
ment, wellness, and education. Stay tuned for upMIA Update: -- U.S. Navy Chief Machinist’s Mate
dates
Class Lada Smisek, 42, of Cleveland, Ohio, served
at the Naval Ammunition Depot and Submarine
VA Adaptive Sports and Therapeutic Art Programs: The mission of the Office of National Veter- Base in Cavite, Philippine Islands, when Japanese
forces invaded. Intense fighting continued until the
ans Sports Programs and Special Events
surrender of the Bataan peninsula on April 9, 1942,
(NVSPSE) is to improve veterans’ independence,
and of Corregidor Island on May 6, 1942. According
well-being, and quality of life through adaptive
to prison camp and other historical records, Smisek
sports and therapeutic arts engagement with VA
and the community. Veterans eligible for VA health died Sept. 28, 1942, and was buried along with fellow prisoners in the local Cabanatuan Camp Cemecare can participate in national rehabilitation programs and events coordinated by NVSPSE such as tery, in grave number 437. Smisek will be buried on
National Veterans Wheelchair Games, National Vet Jan. 29, 2021, at the National Memorial Cemetery of
the Pacific in Honolulu.
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Lunch Noon
to 2pm
VSO 9am to 3pm
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FRIDAY

Lunch

Noon to 2pm

23

24
Lunch
Noon to 2pm
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Veterans Service Offices at Post 9am to 3pm February 10th
Mid-Winter Convention, Olympia, WA. February 19-20
District 7 Business Meeting, Feb. 27th.
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