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Originally founded in 1899 as the American Veterans of Foreign Service, the
Veterans of Foreign Wars continues to be a voice for returning and currently
deployed service members and their families.
Certified Advocates
Throughout the State of Washington and at the VA Regional Office in Seattle,
VFW Service Officers that are Accredited and Certified by the VA fight for the
rights of our Nations veterans daily. These highly trained professionals,
specializing in all programs administered by the VA stand ready and willing to
provide whatever assistance is required! These services are available at no
cost to veterans or their dependents! Nor does one have to be a member of
the VFW to receive our services.
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We will identify the benefits that pertain to you.
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We will provide you with free expert advice regarding your case.
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We will provide you with literature and information for further discover of
entitlement programs.
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We will file for benefits from all levels of eligibility.
Finally, we will advocate on your behalf through the appeal process if this
should become necessary. Please feel free to contact a VFW Representative
for help with filing a claim for VA benefits, VA health care and all eligible VA
benefits at:
VFW Service Office
Henry Jackson Federal Building
915 2nd Ave Suite 1044
Seattle, WA 98174
Phone: 206-341-8284
Our office hours are:
Monday through Thursday from 8:00 a.m.- 4:00 p.m.
Friday 8:00 a.m. till 12:00 p.m.
Our well-trained, VA Accredited VFW Representatives are ready to assist
you! Please feel free to contact us! We have VFW Representatives located
near you! In Yakima at the Veterans Center, 2119 W Lincoln Ave.,
Yakima WA Phone 509-225-2523 for an appointment.
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Commander’s Corner
Rodeo Post 683 willingly accepts for proper disposal all United States Flags that are
no longer wanted or are worn and no longer fitting for display. In addition, the post
willingly accepts donations of books and
DVDs having to do with military history
or topics, in any historical era, to add to its
military veterans’ lending library. Flags
and books may be dropped off at the Post
on Wednesdays from noon to 2:00 p.m.
If you received a Purple Heart for being
wounded in Vietnam, you could be one
of nine lucky veterans to win the VFW's
"Return to Vietnam" trip.
This in-country tour from April 25 - May
8, 2019, will include the sites of Hanoi,
Ho Chi Minh City (Saigon), the DMZ,
Khe Sanh, Hue, Da Nang, Hoi An, Marble Mountain, Cu Chi and Tay Ninh. Airfare, accommodations and meals are included.
Don’t miss this chance to revisit battle
sites and share your experiences with fellow Vietnam Veterans! Entries must be
received prior to the drawing on November 30, 2018. Contact Post for forms.

The VFW's "Sport Clips Help A Hero Scholarship" provides service members and veterans with
the financial assistance they need to complete their
educational goals without incurring excessive student
loan debt. It’s just another way for us to say “thank
you” to those who fought for our freedom,
Scholarship Details:
Scholarships of up to $5,000 will be awarded to qualified applicants.
Awarded scholarships are limited to one per family
per semester.
Applications for the fall semester will be accepted
January 1 through April 30.
Applications for the spring semester will be accepted
August 1 through November 15.
Fall semester scholarships will be awarded in August, and spring semester scholarships will be awarded in January.
Scholarships must be used by the end of the school
semester for which the veteran is applying, or they
will become null and void.
Scholarships are restricted for tuition and fees only
and will be paid directly to accredited schools.
Eligible Applicants Must:
Be a citizen of the United States.
Be retired, honorably discharged, active duty, or a
member of the National Guard or Reserve.
Have completed Basic Training and follow-on training (Advanced Individual Training, technical school,
etc.).
Separated with or currently hold a military rank of
E-5 or below.
Demonstrate a need for financial assistance.
Participate in, be accepted to or currently enrolled in
a VA-approved program or school at an accredited
post-secondary institution

Call Al Bragg, Post 683 Service Officer, at:
509-260-0534
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3. Health Net Federal Services to Cease Participation in
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Needs-based Benefits
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7. Roundtable on Enewetak Atoll Cleanup
8. TRICARE Retiree Dental Program Update
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1. VFW Receives Special U.S. Flag: The director of the Defense POW/MIA Accounting Agency (DPAA) presented
the VFW one of 55 U.S. flags that draped the 55 transfer
cases of American remains when they were repatriated
from North Korea to American soil Aug. 1. The flag
presentation is a thank you for the VFW’s longstanding
commitment to bring our fallen home, which included
sending a letter to President Trump in advance of the
June 12 Singapore Summit to urge him to include the return of American remains as a discussion point with
North Korean leader Kim Jong Un. “We know for a fact
that the reason President Trump brought it to Chairman
Kim’s attention was because of a strong letter written by
the VFW,” said DPAA Director Kelly McKeague yesterday,
as he presented the flag and photos of the remains repatriation ceremony to VFW Executive Director Bob Wallace.
DPAA lists 7,680 missing Americans from the Korean War,
with some 5,300 believed to be in North Korea.
McKeague said if it weren’t for the strong advocacy of
the VFW, the MIA issue would not have been a discussion
point in Singapore, and more important, the return of the
55 cases of remains would not have happened.
2. Army Medic to Receive Medal of Honor: The White
House announced that former Army medic Staff Sgt.
Ronald J. Shurer II will be presented the Medal of Honor
on Oct. 1 for fighting his way through an enemy ambush
to render aid to wounded Special Forces soldiers and Afghan commandos. On April 6, 2008, his team was navigating its way through Shok Valley in northeastern Afghanistan when a firefight forced his unit into a defensive
fighting position. According to an Army press release,
Shurer heard that their forward assault element was also

pinned down at another location with multiple casualties.
He moved through a hail of bullets to reach the pinneddown element, stopped to treat a wounded teammate's
neck wound, then spent the next hour fighting across
several hundred meters, before finally arriving at the forward location, where he immediately rendered aid to
four critically wounded U.S. soldiers and 10 injured commandos. Soon after, Shurer and his team sergeant were
shot at the same time. Despite a gunshot wound to his
arm, the medic ran 15 meters through a barrage of gunfire to pull his teammate to cover and rendered care. Moments later, Shurer moved back through heavy fire to
help another teammate who had suffered a traumatic
amputation to his right leg. Shurer saved the lives of all
casualties under his care, to include lowering three critically wounded, nonambulatory, teammates down a nearvertical 60-foot cliff, while avoiding rounds of enemy gunfire and falling debris caused by numerous air strikes. He
was initially awarded the Silver Star, the third-highest
award for valor.
3. Health Net Federal Services to Cease Participation in
Veterans Choice Program: VA and Health Net Federal Services (HNFS) have elected to end their Patient-Centered
Community Care (PC3) and Veterans Choice Program
(VCP) contracts effective Sept. 30, 2018. In anticipation of
this change, VA medical facilities have already ceased
sending new community care authorizations to HNFS.
Authorizations already approved by HNFS remain valid
and HNFS will continue to assist veterans who need to
reschedule appointments for authorized care as long as
the new appointment is with the same provider and occurs on or before Sept. 30, 2018. Veterans who wish to
change providers or need appointments after Sept. 30
must coordinate appointments through their local VA
medical facilities. For assistance during this transition,
contact the VFW by calling 1-800-VFW-1899 or emailing
vfw@vfw.org.
4. VA Secretary Wilkie Testifies before Senate Committee: On Wednesday, Secretary of Veterans Affairs
Robert Wilkie testified before the Senate Committee on
Veterans’ Affairs to discuss the progress he has made in
his first 60 days. He spoke at length about a variety of
topics including implementation of the VFW-supported
VA MISSION Act of 2018, Blue Water Navy, accountability
of wrongdoers, and the department’s efforts to modernize its electronic health record. Secretary Wilkie said at
the hearing, “the state of VA is better” when describing
the department’s recent progress.
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Committee members and Chairman Isakson discussed the
need to pass the VFW-supported H.R. 299, Blue Water
Navy Vietnam Veterans Act of 2018.
5. New Rule Changes How VA Calculates Income for
Needs-based Benefits: Last week, VA published a final
rule in the Federal Register that will establish a three year
look-back period when determining eligibility for incomebased benefits, including pension with aid and attendance. The new rule goes into effect on Oct. 18, 2018. It
makes several changes, such as increasing the amount of
net worth a veteran can have to qualify for pension, and
expanding the definition of custodial care to allow veterans to deduct medical expenses for dementia care and
third-party care providers. The three year look-back rule
is intended to limit asset transfers done solely to qualify
for governmental assistance. Such transfers may bar the
veteran from receiving pension benefits, until the assets
are used for their living expenses. There are some protections in place for veterans to transfer funds without a
penalty, such as special needs trusts for the benefit of
helpless children and helpless adult children, and trusts
where the veteran retains control over the funds. Veterans can also reverse the transfer or buy back the asset in
order to avoid the penalty.
6. VA Releases 2016 Veteran Suicide Data: The newest
and most recent data for veteran suicide was released by
VA on Wednesday, which includes suicide data up to
2016. While there were no statistically significant differences in veteran suicide from 2015 to 2016, there were
some varying trends when comparing 2014, 2015 and
2016. Overall, the average number of deaths by suicide is
still roughly 20 veterans per day. This recent release also
clarifies that the 20 deaths are not strictly for veterans ––
it is inclusive of veterans, active-duty service members
and members of the Guard or Reserve who were never
activated. As the number of nonveteran suicide deaths
continues to increase within the United States, veteran
suicides have remained relatively steady and actually decreased by 202 from 2015 to 2016. The report found a
slight increase in death by suicide in veterans ages 18-34.
The study’s data also maintains that veterans who do not
use VA health care are at increased risk of suicide.
7. Roundtable on Enewetak Atoll Cleanup: VFW National
Legislative Service Director Carlos Fuentes represented

the VFW at a House Veterans’ Affairs Subcommittee on
Disability Assistance and Memorial Affairs roundtable discussion on the health effects experienced by veterans
who were exposed to atomic radiation during the
Enewetak Atoll Cleanup project. The VFW supports H.R.
632, the Mark Takai Atomic Veterans Healthcare Parity
Act, which would expand VA health care and benefits to
Eneweatak Atoll Cleanup veterans. Subcommittee members and other supporters of H.R. 632 discussed the way
forward with DOD and VA officials.
8. TRICARE Retiree Dental Program Update: The current
TRICARE Retiree Dental Program (TRDP) will end Dec. 31,
2018, and will be replaced by the Federal Employees
Dental and Vision Insurance Program (FEDVIP) dental
coverage options. Vision plans will also be available to
eligible TRICARE beneficiaries through FEDVIP. The first
opportunity to enroll in FEDVIP is during the 2018 Federal
Benefits Open Season, which runs from Nov. 12, 2018,
through Dec. 10, 2018 (EST). Coverage begins on Jan. 1,
2019. In general, retired uniformed service members and
their families who were eligible for TRDP in 2018 are eligible for FEDVIP dental coverage, and if enrolled in a TRICARE health plan, FEDVIP vision coverage, beginning in
2019. Family members of active-duty uniformed service
members who are enrolled in a TRICARE health plan are
eligible for FEDVIP vision coverage.
9. Legislative Wrap-up: Congress passed several important bills this week, including H.R. 6157, which will
provide full year funding for the Department of Defense,
and the Department of Health and Human Services and
includes VFW-supported provisions to ensure DPAA has
the resources it needs to fully identify American remains
that were recently recovered from North Korea and authority to pay death gratuities during a government shutdown. S. 3479, the Department of Veterans Affairs Expiring Authorities Act of 2018, which will ensure the continuation of important veterans programs that were set to
expire Sept. 30. H.R. 6157 and S. 3479 head to the president’s desk. The House also passed H.R. 6398, the Department of Energy Veterans’ Health Initiative Act, which
authorizes the Department of Energy to assist VA in genomic research as part of the Million Veterans Program.
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CHAPLAIN'S CORNER

my words which shall be fulfilled in
their season.” We see in 1 Kings
8:20, Solomon talking about God performing his decree. God makes it clear
in Ezekiel 12:25 “I am the LORD: I
will speak, and the word that I shall
speak shall come to pass; it shall be
no more prolonged…” When our actions, thought and speech are righteous; line up with God’s heart; good
things happen. God is for us not
against us. One cannot read through
the Bible with an open heart and not
see this clearly. In Matthew 22:29
“Jesus answered and said to them, Ye
do err not knowing scripture nor the
power of God.” Psalm 119, the longest psalm, is full of decrees and declarations. We see David’s heart in this
psalm. This is why God honored and
loved David. Learn like David did to
declare God’s word. It brought him
through many trials. It will serve you
well.

Declare. There is power in declaring
God’s Word into a troubling situation.
We all need divine help. God will
step in to perform his word where he
sees biblical faith and is invited. We
have authority to use his Word and
Name in prayer. This world is fallen.
Very vexing. Many choose a strategy
of lying in tough situations rather than
speaking truth. This is a time of accelerating apostasy and deception. Fake
news is the reality. Powerful elites
control MSM and hate alternative
news. These elites don’t yet fully control us but the Bible tells us they will.
They hate the Truth and we who believe. “Declare” is used 145 times by
God. Job 22:28 tells us: “Thou shall
also decree a thing, and it shall be established unto thee: and the light shall
shine upon thy ways.” Decree is interchangeable with declare and used Dave Winecoff
58 times. Scripture is clear; God
www.waragoodwarfare.com
promises to perform his word, but we
must honor it. God decrees his will
ahead of time to be carried out in due
season. It never returns void. A believer’s ability to cooperate with God
in this world to weld divine power like
a two-edged sword will give us the
edge in our war against evil. In Luke
1:20 we see God’s will accomplished
despite resistance. “And behold, thou
A Vietnam Veterans hat was returned to us
shall be dumb, and not able to speak,
from an Ellensburg business. Contact us at
until the day that these things shall be
vfwrodeopost@fairpoint.net or call: 509-968
performed because thou believest not
-4004.
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VFW Auxiliary News

VFW AUXILIARY OFFICERS

2017-2018
Cindy Ness, President
Amanda Jaquins, Senior Vice President

Fall is here and the needs of our
veterans are great— some need assistance with housing, warm cloth-

Paulette Rivera, Junior Vice President

ing, food and utilities. Let’s come

Joy Silva, Secretary

together and brainstorm ways to

Debbie Evans, Treasurer

make a difference in our veterans’ lives! The more

Kristina Magruder, Conductress & Guard

members we have, the easier it will be to accom-

Amanda Jaquins, Chaplain
Kristina Magruder, 3-Year Trustee
Roberta Whaley, 2-Year Trustee
Linda Hopper, 1-Year Trustee

plish these goals and needs.
Please bring your ideas and enthusiasm of how we, as
an auxiliary, can assist the Post and our veterans to
our next meeting!
Do you know someone who is a mother, father, son, daughter, brother, sister, grandson or granddaughter of a veteran
of foreign wars? If you do, they qualify to become a member
of the Auxiliary. The more members we have, the more we
can do for our VFW.
Our monthly meeting day is the first Thursday of each
month, with our next meeting October 4th. The meeting starts at 7:00 p.m. Potluck is at 6:00 p.m. See you
then!

Cindy Ness, President

PATRIOTIC INSTUCTOR CORNER
World War I’s Native American Code Talkers
When the United States entered World War I in April 1917, it had not yet granted citizenship to all Native Americans, and government-run boarding schools were still largely attempting to stamp out their languages and cultures. Nonetheless, several thousand
Native Americans enlisted in the armed forces to fight the Central Powers. A company commander in the 36th Division reportedly
happened to overhear two of his soldiers conversing in Choctaw. In a flash, he recognized the military potential of the language,
essentially unknown to the Germans, and persuaded his superiors to post a Choctaw speaker at various field company headquarters.
On October 26, 1918, the Choctaws were put to use for the first time as part of the withdrawal of two companies from the front.
Having completed this mission without mishap, they then played a major role the following two days in an attack on a strongly fortified German position called Forest Ferme. “The enemy’s complete surprise is evidence that he could not decipher the messages,”
Colonel A.W. Bloor later wrote in an official report. The tide of battle turned within 24 hours, according to Bloor, and within 72 hours
the Allies were on full attack.
Code talkers made an even bigger impact during World War II, when the U.S. government specifically recruited Comanche, Hopi,
Meskwaki, Chippewa-Oneida and Navajo tribal members for such work. Without their contributions to the war efforts in WWI and
WWII, the outcomes would have been much different.
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October 2018
SUNDAY

MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

2

3
VETERANS
MEET 12:00
to 2:00 pm

4
Potluck
6:00pm
Meeting
7:00pm

8
Columbus
Day

9

10
VETERANS
MEET 12:00
to 2:00 pm

11

12

13 1775
U.S Navy
Established

14

15

16

17
VETERANS
MEET 12:00
to 2:00 pm

18

19

20
Yakima Stand
Down 9 to 3

21

22

23

24
VETERANS
MEET 12:00
to 2:00 pm

25

26

27

28

29

30

31
VETERANS
MEET 12:00
to 2:00 pm
Halloween

1

7 2001
Operation
Enduring
Freedom begins
in Afghanistan
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SATURDAY

6 Thorp
Community
Days Parade
9:30

8th Annual Thorp Community Days, Oct 5-6, Thorp Washington

Yakima Stand Down, Saturday, 20 October 2018 (9-3)
State Fair Park, Modern Living Bldg, 1201 S. Fair Avenue
Western Conference, Vancouver, WA 11/01/2018 9:00 AM - 11/03/2018 8:30PM
District 7 Meeting, East Wenatchee, WA 11/17/2018 @ 12:00 noon
Dept of Washington Mid-Winter, Yakima Convention Center 1/11 /2019 7:30 AM
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